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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 02, 2014 AT 9:00 A.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Markham. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Bro. Robert Moore and followed by the pledge to 
the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda for this meeting with an amendment to: 
remove R-1; remove R-2; add an amendment to R-6 claims docket; add as C-2 a contribution to the 
Youth Excitement Team; add as P-2 a presentation by Karen Rooney with Main Street. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and passed by a 
majority vote of the Council to approve the minutes dated November 18, 2014.  Voting yea: 
Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon.  Voting nay: Thomas. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15776 ORDER ALLOCATING FY 2015 BUDGET SUBSIDIES, GRANTS AND 
   PUBLIC RELATIONS EXPENDITURES FOR YOUTH EXCITEMENT 
   TEAM (YET) 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  Thomas. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15777 ORDER AUTHORIZING PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF BIDS FOR 
   MUNICIPAL DEPOSITORIES 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
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Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15778 ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF 
   AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND WEEMS 
   COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15779 ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM AGREEMENT 
   BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND THE TEMPLE THEATER FOR 
   THE PERFORMING ARTS, INC.  (KIDZ ZONE) 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 The hour of 9:15 am having arrived, the hearing as called for regarding the Home 
Investment Partnerships Program was opened with motion by Councilman Thomas duly seconded 
by Councilwoman Henson and unanimously passed by the Council.  Those who signed up to speak 
were as follows:  (1) Mrs. Jenifer Buford (1514 50th Avenue) with East Central Planning & 
Development District appeared regarding this program.  She said she met with staff at 
community development to identify areas they can check out and ECPDD mapped out potential 
areas.   She said she visited these areas with Mr. Vance with the inspection division and left 
information with residents.  The qualifications for this home grant include: live in Meridian, own 
the property with a fee simple title, taxes have to be current, have utilities in their name and 
ECPDD has to check their income.  They were hoping to find three to five homes in a concentrated 
area but there were a lot of renters in the areas they visited.  They can have scattered property 
owners qualify for these homes, however, the city’s grant would get less points.  This is a very 
competitive grant and the more points you get for your city or county helps.  The property 
owners have to agree for their house to be torn down and a new one built on their lot.  This is not 
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a re-hab grant that the city has qualified for in the past.    There is a maximum of five houses 
($550,000) and a minimum of three houses ($325,000).  She said their office will make the 
selections for the recipient of these homes based on the documented qualifications presented to 
them.  (2) Mrs. Esther Stephens (2012 32nd Avenue) appeared and stated that she thought she 
qualified for this program when she read about it in the newspaper.  She asked for hemp if she can 
get it.  Mrs. Buford said she would talk to Mrs. Stephens after the meeting.  (3)  Mrs. Fonda Rush 
with Habitat for Humanity appeared and stated that she understands the housing needs in the 
city.  Habitat started out with new construction and they built three bedroom two bath green 
homes with central heat and air for less than that these houses will cost to be built.  They 
already have a list of homeowners who have been approved by Habitat who would qualify for the 
homes to be built with this grant.  (4) Mr. Jackie White stated that there are a lot of vacant 
homes that can be purchased and fixed up for less than the cost of these houses.  He said there are 
a lot of bankruptcy homes in nice neighborhoods that can be purchased for less also and fixed up.  
(5) Ms. Kristin Cockrell appeared and stated she was there representing Red Cross and advised 
they would like to partner with this program to make sure fire alarms would be put in these 
homes.  Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to close the hearing.  Councilwoman Houston offered and 
moved the adoption and passage of the following Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5941  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN HOME INVESTMENT 
   PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM GRANT; TAKE OTHER ACTIONS NECESSARY 
   TO SUBMIT SAID APPLICATION; AND ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT 
   WITH THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, COMMUNITY 
   SERVICES DIVISION, TO IMPLEMENT THE PROJECT 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Houston duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
passed by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated November 25, 2014 in 
the amount of $1,776,830.76 with an amendment to add Purchase Order No. 501148 in the amount 
of $14,503.99.  Voting yea: Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon.  Voting nay: Thomas. 
 
 
 President Markham called on Mayor Bland for his report.  He went over the upcoming 
holiday events to be held in Meridian.  He asked Councilman Thomas to talk about an award the 
city received.  Councilman Thomas stated he accepted an award from the National League of Cities 
while he was attending the NLC conference in Austin, Texas.  This award is recognizing the City of 
Meridian as a member of the National League of Cities for 50 years.   
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 President Markham called on Karen Rooney with Main Street.  She appeared and went over 
various events to be held in the city that Main Street is helping sponsor. 
 
  
 President Markham called for Council comments.  Various comments were made.   
 
 
 An executive session was requested regarding a potential economic development project.  
Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to close the meeting to make a determination on whether to 
declare an executive session.  Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Council-
woman Houston and unanimously passed by the Council to declare an executive session in order to 
discuss a potential economic development project.  The Council then went into executive session.  
Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and unanimously 
passed by the Council to go out of executive session. 
 
 
 President Markham called the regular meeting back to order.  No action was taken 
regarding the executive session. 
 
 
  
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 
      Pam McInnis, Clerk of Council      


