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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2014 AT 9:00 A.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Thomas. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Tom Sikes from First Christian Church and 
followed by the pledge to the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Markham duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda for this meeting. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Houston duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated March 18 and March 21, 2014. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Houston duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the following proclamation to be issued by the 
Mayor: 
  Support of a Long Distance Passenger Rail Study 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15613 ORDER AUTHORIZING INSTALLATION OF A STREET 
   LIGHT AT 1813 33RD AVENUE 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None.  
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15614 ORDER DECLARING WEAPONS SURPLUS AND TO BE SOLD TO 
   RETIRED POLICE OFFICERS AS ALLOWED BY STATE LAW 45-9-131 
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And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 At this time Paul Breazeale with Breazeale, Saunders & O’Neil appeared and make a short 
presentation of the FY 2012 audit for the new Council members to get an idea of where the city 
was prior to them taking office.  Mr. Breazeale stated they would be coming back to Meridian soon 
to present the FY 2013 audit. 
 
 
 Councilman Hammon offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15615 ORDER CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR OF 
   JAMIE BULLOCK CATER TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE MERIDIAN 
   COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15616 ORDER CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR OF 
   TISHOUNNA L. KNOX TO THE MERIDIAN MUNICIPAL SEPARATE 
   SCHOOL DISTRICT TRUSTEES 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15617 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF SERVICE AGREEMENT 
   BETWEEN WASTE PRO AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN (MERIDIAN 
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   HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY) 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5893  RESOLUTION APPROVING FY 2014 BUDGET MODIFICATION 
   IN ORDER TO FUND THE OPERATION OF THE CITY JAIL 
 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, 
passed and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15618 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF TROLLEY USE 
   AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND THE 
   MERIDIAN COUNCIL OF ORGANIZATIONS (MERIDIANITES PICNIC)  
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15619 ORDER GRANTING PERMISSION TO HILARIA REVELS TO TIE INTO 
   CITY WATER LINES FOR SERVICE AT 7302 OLD 8TH STREET ROAD 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 



 4

Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15620 ORDER AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF TRACK TYPE TRACTOR 
   (DOZIER) FROM PUCKETT MACHINERY, MERIDIAN, MS, IN 
   THE AMOUNT OF $114,961.00 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15621 ORDER ACCEPTING THE BID OF SIMMONS EROSION CONTROL, 
   INC., LAKE, MISSISSIPPI FOR SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROJECT 
   AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF CONTRACT FOR SAID WORK 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilman Markham and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the Claims Docket dated March 27, 2014 in the 
amount of $1,301,822.98. 
 
 
 President Thomas advised of the notification of legal advertisement for:  self-contained 
breathing apparatus for Fire Department. 
 
 
 At this time Mr. M.A. Copeland and others representing the Lauderdale County Council on 
Aging appeared to thank the Council for their contribution and to announce their annual Fish Fry 
to be held Friday, May 2nd at Frank Cochran Center.  Some festivities will begin at 9:00 a.m. with 
the fish fry to start around 11:30 or noon. 
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 Members of the Threefoot Preservation Society appeared and invited everyone to the 84th 
birthday celebration of the Threefoot Building that afternoon from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 President Thomas called on Mayor Bland for his report.  He thanked the City Council for 
confirming his appointments.  He stated that Wally Quinn, Code Enforcement Officer from 
Hattiesburg, is in Meridian working with the Community Development Department on code 
enforcement.  Mayor Bland stated that he and CAO McGrevey met with the CEO of Amtrack to 
discuss their plans to provide more options to residents in this area for long range rail service.  
Future plans are to provide more services to Meridian.  He stated that transportation needs to be 
improved in the area and the city does not want to lose the airport.  Some people are having to go 
to Jackson to fly out.  Code enforcement needs to be stepped up.  Revenues need to be increased 
through improvements in the city.  He said they will be meeting with the Amtrack CEO again 
Thursday.  Mayor Bland mentioned the Threefoot Building party.  Hopefully the city will have an 
investor for this building.  They are looking at proposals from three parties.  He mentioned the 
activities at Highland Park this past weekend.  There are signs available for parents to get to 
place in their yards announcing their child is an honor roll student.  P&R Director McGruder will 
be going to the schools in Meridian with these signs to pass out to students.  Mayor Bland stated 
that there are a lot of issues to address in every department.  They are in the process of 
reviewing and making changes that are needed and that have not been done for years.  They are 
working through issues and doing training.  It goes from him down to department heads.  They are 
doing this internally by addressing issues across the board.  They have communicated to everyone 
what is expected of them.   
 
 
 President Thomas asked when the employee handbook would be ready.  Attorney Goggans 
said that this has been interrupted because of the civil service hearings and work regarding that.  
President Thomas said they were told that everyone was contacted and the hearing would be 
held this Thursday.  The hearing has been set for Thursday, April 10 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  The 
pre-trial order should be issued around noon today.  He will provide the Clerk of Council with 
confidential information to deliver to the Council members after he receives the information.        
 
 
 President Thomas called for citizen comments.  Those who signed up to speak were: 1) Ruth 
H. K. Jones.  
 
  
 President Thomas called for Council comments.  Various comments were made. 
 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 



 6

      Pam McInnis, Clerk of Council      


