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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2015 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Markham. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Gary Houston and followed by the pledge to 
the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilman Thomas and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda for this meeting with an amendment to: 
remove citizens comments; add as R-6 authorization for David C. Whitaker to sign documents, 
etc.; add an executive session regarding litigation and a personnel matter. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated April 7, 2015. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5958  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, 
   MISSISSIPPI, GRANTING TAX EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXES 
   TO JUBILEE MENNONITE CHURCH AS AUTHORIZED BY SECTIONS 
   21-31-1(D) AND 79-11-33 OF THE MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, AS 
   AMENDED 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, 
passed and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5959  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, 
   MISSISSIPPI, GRANTING TAX EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXES 
   TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MERIDIAN AS AUTHORIZED BY 
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   SECTIONS 21-31-1(D) AND 79-11-33 OF THE MISSISSIPPI CODE OF  
   1972, AS AMENDED 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, 
passed and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5960  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, 
   MISSISSIPPI, GRANTING TAX EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXES 
   TO FEED BY FAITH AS AUTHORIZED BY SECTION 27-31-1 OF THE 
   MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, AS AMENDED 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, 
passed and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15854 ORDER ACCEPTING DONATION FROM THE MERIDIAN HOUSING 
   AUTHORITY OF A USED REFRIGERATOR FOR USE AT THE NORTH 
   POLICE PRECINCT 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5961  RESOLUTION CLARIFYING COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 15560  
   REGARDING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS TO SERVE THE DEVELOPMENT 
   OF THE FAIRFIELD INN AS REQUESTED BY ASCENT HOSPITALITY 
   MANAGEMENT CO. 
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And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, 
passed and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15855 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
   AGREEMENT BETWEEN SMITH SECKMAN REID, INC. AND THE CITY 
   OF MERIDIAN (TRAFFIC STUDY – FAIRFIELD INN) 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15856 ORDER RATIFYING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
   THE NATIONAL RESOURCE NETWORK AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5962  RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE AMENDED BUDGET 
   FOR THE CITY OF MERIDIAN FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 
   SEPTEMBER 30, 2015, AND DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK IN 
   REFERENCE THERETO 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, 
passed by the Council by a vote as follows: 
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Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Houston duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
passed by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated April 16, 2015 in the 
amount of $2,789,332.09.  Voting yea: Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon.  Voting nay: Thomas. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15857 ORDER AUTHORIZING DAVID C. WHITAKER, CITY CLERK/CHIEF 
   FINANCIAL OFFICER, TO SIGN CHECKS, EXECUTE ALL OTHER 
   DOCUMENTS, AND TO TAKE ALL OTHER ACTIONS ON BEHALF OF 
   THE CITY OF MERIDIAN WHICH HAVE HERETOFORE BEEN AUTHORIZED 
   FOR LEIGH M. BARBER, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 President Markham called on Mayor Bland for his report.  P & R Director Kelvin McGruder 
appeared and stated that this was the first year they had a women’s basketball league and it 
went very well.  Felicia Brown with Divas on the Run appeared regarding their recent race.  She 
said they need assistance from the city for this event.  Mayor Bland thanked David Whitaker for 
being on board now.  He started working for the city on Monday.  He congratulated the entire 
team for the outstanding audit.  The kid’s fishing derby will be held at Sykes Park this coming 
Saturday.  The Jimmy Rodgers festival will be held on the city hall lawn on May 1st & 2nd.  Relay 
for Life will be held this coming Friday night at the Ag Center.  There will be a talent show at the 
Temple Theater this coming Friday night.  A large soccer tournament was held this past weekend 
in Meridian.  The last Kidz Zone was held on April 11th and it was the largest one yet.  He thanked 
Councilwoman Houston for her program this past Saturday in connection with the 3rd grade 
reading program.  Councilman Markham was recognized for reading at Parkview Elementary.  
There is a large training session going on at the Training Facility this week.  He congratulated the 
Meridian High School girl’s power lifting team for winning the state championship.  He 
congratulated CAO Mike McGrevey for being appointed to the State Veterans Board.  The Highway 
80 bridge is finally open.  There are a lot of projects being worked on downtown.  He thanked 
Police Chief Dubose for the new sub-stations on 20th Street and North Hills Street.  He felt the 
audit was an excellent one.  There are things internally that came out of the audit that they will 
be addressing.  He has a great team and they are making important decisions.  They have employed 
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a lot of part-time and temporary employees to better serve the city. 
 
 
 President Markham called for Council comments.  Various comments were made. 
 
 
 An executive session was requested regarding litigation and a personnel matter.  Motion 
was made by Councilman Hammon duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and unanimously 
passed by the Council to close the meeting to determine whether to declare an executive session.  
Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to declare an executive session in order to discuss litigation 
and a personnel matter.  The Council then went into executive session.  Motion was made by 
Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and unanimously passed by Council 
to go out of executive session. 
 
 
 President Markham called the regular meeting back to order.  No action was taken 
regarding the executive session. 
 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 
      Pam McInnis, Clerk of Council      


