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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2015 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Markham. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Hammon. 
 
Absent:  Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Council President Dustin Markham and followed by 
the pledge to the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Hammon and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda for this meeting with an amendment to: 
add an executive session regarding settlement of civil litigation and pending litigation; add as R-7 
consideration of the Mayor’s veto of Ordinance #4457. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Hammon and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated May 05, 2015. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15864 ORDER RESCINDING ORDER NO. 15863 ENTITLED “ORDER  
   AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF VENUE USE AGREEMENT 
   BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND THE URBAN WORLD 
   ENTERTAINMENT GROUP (SOUTHERN SOUL MUSIC CONCERT 
   TO BENEFIT THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF EAST MISSISSIPPI 
   AT Q.V. SYKES PARK ON JUNE 13, 2015)” 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
Absent:  Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15865 ORDER CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR OF 
   OLIVER PEEBLES III TO THE TAXICAB ADVISORY BOARD 
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And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
Absent:  Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15866 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT FOR 
   ADDITIONAL LITTER REMOVAL/MOWING CYCLES TO RIGHTS- 
   OF-WAY OF I-20/59 WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE 
   CITY OF MERIDIAN BETWEEN THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT 
   OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
Absent:  Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15867 ORDER AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF BULLETPROOF 
   VEST PARTNERS (BVP) GRANT APPLICATION 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
Absent:  Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15868 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
   CONTRACT BETWEEN PYROTECNICO, NEW CASTLE, PA AND 
   THE CITY OF MERIDIAN (JULY 4, 2015 FIREWORKS DISPLAY) 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
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Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
Absent:  Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5968  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY USE OF MEMA/KATRINA 
   COTTAGE BY THE CITY OF MCCOMB, MISSISSIPPI FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
Absent:  Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Hammon duly seconded by Councilman Markham and passed 
by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated May 14, 2015 in the amount 
of $3,576,571.59.  Voting yea: Markham, Hammon.  Voting nay: Thomas.  Absent: Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 At this time Mayor Bland commented on his veto of Ordinance No. 4457 which revised 
certain polling places.   
 
VETO PACKET NO. 111 
 
 
   Councilman Thomas stated that the City Council acts in good faith.  They look at the city as 
a whole.  The Election Commissioners worked diligently on this matter and made a house to house 
survey.  All the information he requested was given to him.  He said he would vote to over-ride 
the veto.  Council President Markham stated the City Council has continued to work with the 
Mayor in good faith.  He said his decisions are for the betterment of the city.  He stated there was 
mentioned a letter dated May 1 from Mt. Olive Baptist Church stating they would allow elections 
at the church, however, this letter was not presented to the Council at the May 5th meeting when 
asked if Mt. Olive had reconsidered their decision not to hold elections there.  He commented on a 
Supreme Court case titled Shelby County v. Holder and Section 23-15-557 of the Mississippi Code 
Annotated.     Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Ordinance: 
 
ORDIN. #4458 ORDINANCE TO OVERRIDE MAYOR’S VETO OF ORDINANCE NO. 
   4457 DATED MAY 05, 2015, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
   ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 
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   CITY OF MERIDIAN, MS, TO REVISE CERTAIN POLLING PLACES” 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Ordinance was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
Absent:  Henson, Houston. 
 
 
 At this time motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Markham 
and unanimously passed by the Council to open the 5:15 p.m. hearing regarding the amended and 
restated tax increment financing plan of 2006 – Meridian Crossroads Project.  Mr. Trey Hairston 
with Butler Snow O’Mara  Stevens appeared before the Council.  He stated this was for an 
additional $2.8 million TIF issue to pay for the infrastructure for proposed improvements at 
Meridian Crossroads.  The estimated investment for the improvements is $19 million.  There will 
be no increase in taxes to the citizens of Meridian.  Increased sales tax revenues will pay for the 
TIF bonds for this project.  After discussion, motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly 
seconded by Councilman Hammon and unanimously passed by the Council to close the hearing.  No 
action was taken.    
 
 
 President Markham called on Mayor Bland for his report.  He stated that there was a 
petition going around that the Mayor and City Council have kept the Juneteenth celebration from 
being held at city hall.  He stated this was not true.  He understands the committee chose Singling 
Brakeman Park for this event.  He thanked P & R Director Kelvin McGruder, the police department 
and the fire department for their efforts for James Chaney Day.  There has been a job 
announcement from Certain Teed.  There will be 65 new jobs to start with and hope to have about 
100 in six month.  He said it was great to have them back here.  The Run for the Wall was held in 
the day before and the city received a plaque from them which was accepted by CAO Mike 
McGrevey. 
 
 
 Signed up to speak during citizens comments was:  1) Mike Russell.    
 
 
 President Markham called for Council comments.  Various comments were made. 
  
 

An executive session was requested regarding settlement of civil litigation and pending 
litigation.  Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Hammon and 
unanimously passed by the Council to close the meeting to determine whether to declare an 
executive session.  Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Hammon 
and unanimously passed by the Council to declare an executive session in order to discuss 
settlement of civil litigation and pending litigation.  The Council then went into executive session.  
Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Hammon and unanimously 
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passed by Council to go out of executive session. 
 
 President Markham called the regular meeting back to order.  No action was taken 
regarding the executive session. 
 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 
      Pam McInnis, Clerk of Council      


