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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2015 AT 9:00 A.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Markham. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Kathy Price and followed by the pledge to 
the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda for this meeting with an amendment to: 
correct R-5 from 1987 Edition to 1997 Edition. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated May 19, 2015. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15869 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE MERIDIAN FIRE DEPARTMENT TO 
   SPONSOR A CAMP FIRE ACADEMY ALONG WITH THE MISSISSIPPI 
   DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO BE HELD JULY 20-JULY 24, 2012 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15870 ORDER ESTABLISHING MERIDIAN TREE BANK PROGRAM AND FUND 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
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 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15871 ORDER CONFIRMING THE RE-APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR OF 
   WILBERT L. JONES TO THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF 
   MERIDIAN 
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15872 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF VENUE USE AGREEMENT 
   BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND THE MISSISSIPPI STATE 
   UNIVERSITY (STATE 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS INVITATIONAL JULY 
   17-18, 2015) 
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Ordinance: 
 
ORDIN. #4459 ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY’S HOUSING CODE AND 
   REPEALING THE STANDARD UNSAFE BUILDING ABATEMENT 
   CODE, 1985 EDITION AND THE STANDARD HOUSING CODE, 
   1997 EDITION AND ALL OF ITS ASSOCIATED AMENDMENTS 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Ordinance was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
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ORDER #15873 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF APPLICATION FOR  
   PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT PIPELINE ALONG OR ACROSS STATE 
   HIGHWAY AND AGREEMENT OF APPLICANT GIVEN IN 
   CONSIDERATION OF SAID PERMIT BETWEEN THE MISSISSIPPI 
   DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND CITY OF MERIDIAN 
   (US 80 BETWEEN HAWKINS CROSSING ROAD AND KNIGHT 
   PARKER ROAD) 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15874 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
   & MUTUAL RELEASE BETWEEN BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
   INC. D/B/A AT&T MISSISSIPPI AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #5969  RESOLUTION APPOINTING MISSISSIPPI MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 
   2015 VOTING DELEGATES FOR THE CITY OF MERIDIAN 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
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passed by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated May 28, 2015 in the 
amount of $1,264,404.25.  Voting yea: Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon.  Voting nay: Thomas.
  
 
   
 President Markham called for Council comments.  Various comments were made. 
 
 
 At this time Councilman Markham called for citizens comments.  Patricia Reeves appeared 
regarding a claim she placed with the city that has been denied.  Councilman Markham asked CAO 
McGrevey and Mr. McAlister to work on this to see if her claim can be reconsidered. 
 
 
 President Markham called on Mayor Bland for his report.  He said he had just attended the 
Leadership Lauderdale graduation that morning.  Speaker Pro Tem Greg Snowden was the guest 
speaker at this event.  Police Chief Dubose appeared to comment on the Junior Police Academy 
which will be held June 8 – 12 at the training facility.  P & R Director McGruder went over various 
events that will be held in June.  Fire Chief Clayton commented on Camp Fire Academy that will be 
held July 20 – 24.  Mayor Bland comments on Representative Snowden’s speech from that 
morning.  He advised that he will be putting up a name to fill an opening on the Meridian Public 
School District Board.  
  
 

An executive session was requested regarding litigation and threatened litigation.  Motion 
was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and unanimously passed 
by the Council to close the meeting to determine whether to declare an executive session.  
Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to declare an executive session in order to discuss litigation 
and threatened litigation.  The Council then went into executive session.  Motion was made by 
Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Markham and unanimously passed by Council to 
go out of executive session. 
 
 
 President Markham called the regular meeting back to order.   
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #15875 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
   BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND THE UNITED STATES OF 
   AMERICA THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN CONNECTION 
   WITH CIVIL ACTION NO. 3:13-CV-978-HYW-LRA (UNITED STATES 
   DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 
   NORTHERN DIVISION) 
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And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #15876 ORDER DIRECTING THAT THE CITY OF MERIDIAN’S CONTRACT 
   WITH FORD EXCAVATING, LLC BE TERMINATED 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 
      Pam McInnis, Clerk of Council      


