
 

 1 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Houston. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
 
Absent:  Hammon.  
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Sidney Luvene, of Wesley Chapel and 
Sylvester Methodist Churches and followed by the pledge to the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Markham and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda with the following changes: 
Move C-2 to R-13 Order authorizing salary band increase. 
Remove R-5 Order authorizing billets and approving salary range for Public Works Dept. 
Remove R-7 Order authorizing billets and approving salary range for Parks & Recreation. 
Remove R-9 Order authorizing billets and approving salary range for Community Dev. 
Adding R-12 Order authorizing engagement of MSEG, Inc. for drainage repair at IHOP site. 
Adding R-14 Order authorizing agreement with Amtrak for space at Union Station. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated October 04, 2016. 
 
  

Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16209 ORDER APPROVING TAXI PERMIT FOR:  

ANGELEQUE ADAMS 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 

Motion was made by President Houston duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to “Take From the Table” Order authorizing acceptance of 
contract with McNeil Rhoads for Investment Grade Energy Audit. Voting yea: Markham, 
Henson, Houston. Voting nay: Thomas. Absent: Hammon. 
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Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the follower 
Order: 
 
Order #16210 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF CONTRACT  

BETWEEN MCNEIL RHOADS, LLC AND THE CITY OF  
MERIDIAN (INVESTMENT GRADE ENERGY AUDIT) 

  
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: Thomas. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
  

Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16211 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF FUND 
 AGREEMENT BETWEEN COMMUNITY FOUNDATION   
 OF EAST MISSISSIPPI AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN 
 (PLANET PLAYGROUND) 
 
And, Councilwoman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, 
passed and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
  
 

Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #16212 ORDER ADOPTING AND AUTHORIZING POLICE PAY 
 ADJUSTMENT FOR SWORN POLICE PERSONNEL AS 
 SPECIFIED TO BE EFFECTIVE WITH THE FIRST PAY-  
 CHECK IN OCTOBER, 2016 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
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Absent: Hammon. 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #16213 ORDER ADOPTING AND AUTHORIZING FIRE FIGHTER 
   AND FIRE FIGHTER SENIOR PAY ADJUSTMENTS TO BE 
   EFFECTIVE WITH THE FIRST PAYCHECK IN OCTOBER,  

2016 
    
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay:  None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
  

 
Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 

 
ORDER #16214 ORDER APPROVING THE ADDITION OF THREE (3)  
 CIVIL SERVICE BILLETS TO THE CITY OF MERIDIAN 
 WORK FORCE 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #16215  ORDER APPROVING THE ADDITION OF TWO (2)  
   CIVIL SERVICE BILLETS TO THE CITY OF MERIDIAN 
   WORK FORCE    
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
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Absent: Hammon. 
Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 

Order: 
 
ORDER #16216 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM 
   OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN MISSISSIPPI CHILDREN’S 
   MUSEUM-MERIDIAN, LLC AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN,    
   MISSISSIPPI    
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 

  
Motion was made by Councilman Markham duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 

passed by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated October 13, 2016 
in the amount of $1,946,962.49. Voting yea: Markham, Henson, Houston.  Voting nay: Thomas. 
Absent: Hammon.  
  
 

Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16217 RESOLUTION AND ORDER AUTHORIZING ENGAGEMENT  
   OF MSEG, INC., FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATED 
   TO THE WATERSHED PROTECTION PROJECT GRANT 
   FROM NATIONAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE 
   FOR REPAIRS TO THE DRAINAGE STRUCTURE ON NORTH 
   FRONTAGE ROAD RESULTING FROM THE COLLAPSE OF 
   THE STRUCTURE ON NOVEMBER 7, 2015 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #16218 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE RAISE OF THE SALARY BAND  
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FOR THE BILLETED POSITION OF CITY ENGINEER 
 
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
  
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16219 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF SECOND  
   AMENDMENT TO STATION LEASE AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND NATIONAL  
RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION “AMTRAK”  
(SPACE AT UNION STATION) 
 

And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
  
 President Houston called on Mayor Bland for his report:  Richie McAlister, CAO informed 
the Council that Mayor Bland is out of the country on a trip to China with the EMBDC Director, 
Bill Hannah. They are touring a company that uses algae to make a variety of products. They 
are seeing how the process is done. Mr. McAlister said that in the coming weeks they need to 
come before the Council to talk about the dire need for signs along the Interstate to increase 
our presence. And the need to come to the Council with designs of LED Lights from I-20 to the 
22nd Avenue Bridge.  Mr. McAlister called on Events Coordinator, Laura Carmichael, to report 
on upcoming activities. Mrs. Carmichael said Tuesday, October 25th on the City Hall lawn would 
be the Halloween Candy Crawl from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. family fun for all. Come out to Trick 
or Treat. 
 
 

President Houston called for citizens comments. The citizens listed below spoke. 
a) Allen Shute 
b) Steven LaBiche 
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President Houston called for Council comments: 
   
Councilwoman Henson said when she was young the land out there near where she lived 

on Mosby Road, was purchased by Mr. John Thomas Ball Roshere.  Then, a marvelous thing 
happened, right about that time we were invited to come into the city. We thought it was just 
something! A man came and cut us a driveway, and we didn’t even have a car. It was a wonderful 
time. There was a beautiful yellow stripe going down a brand new paved road. The city paved 
that road, and we were so proud. It was absolutely wonderful. Everything out there is 
wonderful, except, we didn’t have city sewerage, can you believe it, and in all these years we 
still don’t have city sewerage.  But we’ve been doing okay. I just want to say we live in a real 
great city. I appreciate you folks for being a part of what makes it so very good.  

 Councilman Markham said he wants to thank the Downtown Association for being here. 
Our business owners are an essential part of downtown Meridian, and vital for a better 
Downtown. Especially to those of you that has a lot of longevity downtown, a special thank 
you. I hope Mr. McAlister and Mr. Partridge will get together with you to open communication 
as to how to receive helpful input from your organization. Again, thank you for all you do. 
Councilman Markham wanted to congratulate Meridian High School Wildcats on an outstanding 
softball season; they came up short in George County last weekend, but did exceptionally well 
this year. Led by newly hired coach, Mark Davis, he’s doing a really good job. The team had an 
outstanding record, I think at one point a 26 to 5 standing. Please support the Candy Crawl, 
Community Development and Public Works have worked really hard to make this a great 
event. With the support given by the downtown businesses and the bulk of the activities held 
on the city hall lawn, it should be a good safe event for the kids, so please come out and 
support this event. Also, October Fest will be held on Monday, October 31 from 4:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. at Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church, 534 James Chaney Drive. There will also be a 
young ladies forum called “Let’s Talk - Being a Better You” presented by the Dancing Divas of 
Meridian, 2119 Hwy 19 North, held Saturday October 22nd , starting at 3:00 p.m., this is the 
second annual youth event. There will be a “Trunk or Treat” at the Great Star Learning Center 
parking lot, 4521 35th Avenue on October 29th at 2:30 – 6:30  p.m. And, Dr. Rachel Hull will be 
presenting a “Trails for Trail” health screening exam for vision, hearing, and dental. Plus, a 
group of young men will be demonstrating cardio exercise movements at the screening. Check 
out these events and make sure your kids are active and participating. 

 Councilman Thomas said Dr. Hull is a graduate of Meridian High School, once again 
proving there is opportunity in Meridian. Congratulations to the Lamar girls’ soccer team on 
winning another state championship. Councilman Thomas said some good news is the report 
that Avery Dennison is keeping over 100 jobs in Meridian, about a year ago we were told we 
would lose all of those positions. They are also going to spend over a million dollars 
renovating that building, and that will be some jobs there. Meridian Community College 
continues to do a great job, if you haven’t seen the new student activity center, you need to go 
see it. The golf team continues to win big tournaments and awards. The Arts Program at MCC is 
very reasonable and most folks can afford that program. Mississippi State University made a 
big announcement this week, the naming of the Rosenbaum Building downtown. Mississippi 
State has developed the entire block downtown, and the reason they’ve done this in Meridian is 
because of two foundations,” The Riley Foundation and The Hardin Foundation”, they made 
these things happen. Mississippi State took advantage of the opportunity; a lot of us here in the 
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city forget that these things were created because of these two local foundations. The Riley 
Center continues to offer a variety of high class entertainment that could be offered 
anywhere in the nation. There are a lot of good things here. Dr. Carter continues to improve 
the offerings and the workings of the Meridian Public Schools. She does a good job, if you get a 
chance to talk to Dr. Carter, do so, and thank her for her efforts, she’s continually making 
improvements. She is doing a good job with the schools, and maybe one day we will be able to 
lure some students back to the Meridian Public Schools, to take advantage of the 
opportunities there. 

President Houston thanked everyone for coming out and she said it is really good to see 
people taking an active role in local government. We want to ask you to keep Councilman Randy 
Hammon lifted in your prayers, he had surgery this week, and we definitely want to remember 
him, he is missed tonight. Council President Houston said the Rotary Club of East Mississippi is 
sponsoring a VetFest music concert on October 29th at 4:00 p.m.  October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, and on October 31st a Breast Cancer Survivor Reception will be held from 
12:00 to 1:30 p.m. in the City Hall Auditorium. Please come out and show your support. Multi 
County is offering tutoring for middle school students in science and math, one hour a day for 
each subject. If you are in the Meridian school district and transportation is needed, Multi 
County will provide transport.  Please volunteer and support Meridian Public Schools. We also 
want to announce The Meridian Activity Center (one of our hidden jewels) will be hosting an 
open house on Saturday, November 5th from 10:00 to 12:00 p.m. Come out to see the classes 
they have to offer, meet the instructors, and see samples of works completed and in progress. 
Refreshments will be served. If interested please contact the Parks and Recreation 
Department.  Thank you for coming out to the City Council Meeting. 
 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting 
was adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 
       

Jo Ann Clark, Clerk of Council    


