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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2016 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Hammon. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. John Temple, Pastor of Poplar Springs Drive 
Baptist Church and followed by the pledge to the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda with an amendment to remove Rod 
Brown from citizens comments. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated February 02, 2016. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16031 ORDER DECLARING EQUIPMENT SURPLUS AND NO LONGER 
   NEEDED BY THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND AUTHORIZING 
   SAID SURPLUS EQUIPMENT TO BE DISCARDED 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16032 ORDER CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR OF 
   C. WYATT CRAVEN TO THE MERIDIAN HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
   COMMISSION 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
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Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16033 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A COOPERATIVE 
   AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI 
   AND LAUDERDALE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI (VELMA YOUNG PROJECT) 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16034 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF CHANGE ORDER 
   BETWEEN CONSTRUCTION PLUS AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN 
   (DEMOLITION OF CONDEMNED HOUSES, PROJECT NO. 15-14) 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Houston offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #16035 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF CHANGE ORDER 
   BETWEEN CAIN, INC. AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN (DEMOLITION 
   OF CONDEMNED HOUSES, PROJECT NO. 15-15) 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon.  
Nay:  Thomas. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
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ORDER #16036 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF 
   MISSISSIPPI ARTS COMMISSION OPERATING GRANT 
   APPLICATION TO THE MISSISSIPPI ARTS COMMISSION 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16037 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF 
   AN APPLICATION TO THE BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF 
   MISSISSIPPI FOUNDATION FOR A “HEALTHY HOMETOWN” AWARD 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
passed by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated February 11, 2016 in 
the amount of $2,505,299.12.  Voting yea: Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon.  Voting nay: 
Thomas. 
 
 
 President Hammon called on Mayor Bland for his report.  He called former Councilman 
Jesse Palmer forward to congratulate him for receiving one of four Mississippi Power 2016 
Heritage Awards.  Mayor Bland advised the bids for the Velma Young project would be taken in 
March. 
      
 

President Hammon called for Council comments.  Various comments were made.  
 
 
An executive session was requested regarding potential litigation.  Motion was made by 

Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilman Markham and unanimously passed by the Council 
to close the meeting to determine whether to declare an executive session.  Motion was made by 
Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and passed by a majority vote of the 
Council to declare an executive session in order to discuss potential litigation.  (Council-man 
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Markham left the meeting prior to this vote because of a potential conflict of interest.)  The 
Council then went into executive session.  Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded 
by Councilwoman Houston and passed by a majority vote of the Council to go out of executive 
session.  (Councilman Markham not present at the time of this vote.)   

 
 
President Hammon called the regular meeting back to order.  (Councilman Markham 

returned to the meeting at this time.)  Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and 
passage of the following Resolution: 

 
RESO. #6036  RESOLUTION AND ORDER AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE  
   MAYOR OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI, TO APPLY FOR 
   AVAILABLE GRANTS AND TO SEEK SOURCES OF FUNDING FOR 
   REPAIRS TO THE DRAINAGE STRUCTURE ON NORTH FRONTAGE 
   ROAD RESULTING FROM THE COLLAPSE OF THE STRUCTURE ON 
   NOVEMBER 7, 2015, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO AN 
   EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION PROJECT GRANT FROM 
   NATIONAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE AND ALSO  
   FROM THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay:  None. 
 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Sine die. 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 
      Pam McInnis, Clerk of Council      


