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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2016 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council Vice-President Houston. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
 
Absent:  Hammon. 
 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Gary Morris with Life Church and followed 
by the pledge to the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Markham duly seconded by Councilman Thomas and passed 
by a majority vote of the Council to amend the agenda for this meeting with an amendment to add 
as R-15 discussion and possible action on allowing the youth under the age of 17 to swim free and 
play on the splash pad free. Voting yea: Thomas, Markham, Houston. Voting nay: Henson. 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Markham duly seconded by Councilwoman Houston and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated June 7, 2016. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16106 ORDER DECLARING EQUIPMENT SURPLUS AND NO LONGER  
 NEEDED BY THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND AUTHORIZING THE 
 SALE OF SAID SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
   
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 

Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16107 ORDER DECLARING MALE BELGIAN MALINOIS K-0 DOG “DUSTY”   
   SURPLUS AND NO LONGER NEEDED BY THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND 
   AUTHORIZING THE DONATION OF THIS DOG TO RETIRED POLICE  
   CAPTAIN, WADE JOHNSON 
     
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
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Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon.  

 
 
Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 

 
ORDER #16108 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF VENUE USE AGREEMENT 
   BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AND THE MERIDIAN ATHLETIC 
   ASSOCIATION (SUNFISH TRIATHLON)  
  
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16109 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF 
   EARTH’S BOUNTY FARMERS MARKET GRANT APPLICATION TO 
   THE LAUDERDALE COUNTY TOURISM GRANT PROGRAM  
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #6065  RESOLUTION DESIGNATING FIELD #1 AT PHIL HARDIN PARK   
   AS “BILL MAXWELL FIELD” 
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
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 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER. #16110 ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO  

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE MISSISSIPPI  
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY (HOLBROOK  
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION BUILDING)  

  
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16111  ORDER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO REQUEST ACTIVATION OF 
   THE 2016 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PROJECT AND TO SIGN 
   ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO ADVANCE THE PROJECT TO 
   COMPLETION  
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 Next on the agenda was R-5 an Interlocal Agreement with Lauderdale County on the 2015 
Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program Award. The City Attorney, Bill Hammack recommended 
the Council take no action on this item because all of the paperwork needed had not come in. No 
action was taken by the Council.  
 
 

Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #6066  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN,  
   MISSISSIPPI, GRANTING TAX EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXES 
   TO CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF MERIDIAN AS AUTHORIZED BY 
   SECTIONS 27-31-1 (D) AND 79-11-33 OF THE MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
   1972, AS AMENDED 
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And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 

Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16112 IN THE MATTER OF: ACCEPTING THE BID OF H. E. MOSLEY, 
   INC., MARION, MS, FOR FAIRFIELD INN ACCESS DRIVE 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
 
ORDER #16113 IN THE MATTER OF: ACCEPTING THE BID OF GULF STATES  
   ENGINEERING FOR INFLUENT PUMP FOR THE WASTEWATER 
   TREATMENT PLANT   
  
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16114 IN THE MATTER OF: ACCEPTING THE BID OF PUCKETT MACHINERY, 
   MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI FOR HYDRAULIC EXCAVATOR FOR THE 
   PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 



 5

Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None. 
Absent: Hammon. 
  
  
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage for the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16115 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A TACTICAL DIVERSION  
   TASK FORCE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN,  
   MISSISSIPPI (POLICE DEPARTMENT) AND THE UNITED STATES  
   DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
   (DEA), JACKSON DISTRICT OFFICE  
    
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon and Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None:  
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage for the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16116 ORDER APPOINTING KIM HOUSTON AS PRESIDENT OF 
   THE MERIDIAN CITY COUNCIL EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2016 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon and Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None:  
Absent: Hammon. 
  
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage for the following 
Order: 
 
ORDER #16117 ORDER APPOINTING GEORGE M THOMAS AS VICE-PRESIDENT 
   OF THE MERIDIAN CITY COUNCIL EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2016 
 
And, Councilwoman Houston seconded the motion, whereupon and Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None:  
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Absent: Hammon. 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage for the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16118 ORDER APPOINTING JO ANN CLARK AS CLERK OF 
   COUNCIL EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2016  
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon and Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston. 
Nay: None:  
Absent: Hammon. 
 
 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilman Markham and 
passed by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated June 16, 2016 in the 
amount of $4,172.754.68.  Voting yea: Markham, Henson, Houston. Voting nay: Thomas. Absent: 
Hammon. 
 
 
 Vice-President Houston called on Mayor Bland for his report. Mayor Bland was absent and 
Richie McAlister, CAO stood in for Mayor Bland. Mr. McAlister recognized Clerk of Council, Pam 
McInnis, who is retiring after more than 29 years of service as the first Clerk of Council for the 
City of Meridian; Mr. McAlister said Pam has been a great friend, advisor, and the person he could 
depend on to tell him the total and honest truth. He thanked her for all the help and support she 
has always given him and the administration, she will be sincerely missed by him and this city. Mr. 
McAlister also recognized Ms Johnnie Delk for her receipt of the Civil Rights Award for the 
promotion of social justice. And Mr. McAlister talked about the time line for the receipt of 
equipment to get started on the in house paving program. 
 

Vice-President Houston called for citizens comments. Those signed up to speak were: 
Jerry Clay and Sherrod Miller. Mr. Miller did not show up. 
 
 

Vice-President Houston called for Council comments.  Various comments were made.  
 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 
      Pam McInnis, Clerk of Council      


