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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2016 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Houston. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Odell Hopkins, of West Mt. Moriah Baptist 
Church and followed by the pledge to the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda with amendment to add amendments to 
the claims docket. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated August 02, 2016. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16144 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN THE MISSISSIPPI TRANSPORTATION 
 COMMISSION AND THE CITY OF MERIDIAN (OLD HWY 80 
 PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS) 
 

And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 

 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16145 ORDER ACCEPTING STATE OF MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF 
   ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (OFFICE OF POLLUTION CONTROL) 
   GRANT FOR HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION PROGRAM 
    
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
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Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16146 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF GRANT 
   APPLICATION TO MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND 
   COMMERCE (MDAC) TO ASSIST THE EARTH’S BOUNTY AND FARMERS 
   MARKET ACTIVITIES 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
  
 Motion was made by Councilman Markham and duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson to 
open the discussion on Agenda item R-4 (Order authorizing cooperative agreement with 
Lauderdale County for Highland Park Project.) A discussion ensued. Motion was made by 
Councilwoman Henson and duly seconded by Councilman Thomas to table R-4. The Council 
concurred by a vote as follows:  Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. Nay: None. 
 
 
 

Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #6072  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, 
   MISSISSIPPI, GRANTING TAX EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM  
   TAXES TO ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH AS AUTHORIZED 
   BY SECTIONS 27-31-1 (D) AND 79-11-3 (C) OF THE MISSISSIPPI CODE 
   OF 1972, AS AMENDED 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Ordinance: 
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ORDI. #4474  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 4, CHAPTER 25 OF THE  
   CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, MS, TO 
   REVISE WATER TAP FEES 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Ordinance was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
  
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16147 IN THE MATTER OF: PURCHASE OF A TANDEM AXLE DUMP  

TRUCK FROM EMPIRE TRUCK SALES, LLC, MERIDIAN, MS IN  
THE AMOUNT OF $111,952.00 
 

And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16148 ORDER ACCEPTING LOW BID FOR SOURCE OF SUPPLY FOR 
   THE PERIOD OF AUGUST 20, 2016 THRU JUNE 14, 2017 FOR  
   ASPHALT MIX FROM APAC MISSISSIPPI, INC., MERIDIAN, MS 
 
And, Councilman Thomas seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16149 ORDER ACCEPTING LOW BIDS FOR 12-MONTH SOURCE OF  
   SUPPLY FOR PIPE, VALVES & FITTINGS 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
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adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16150 IN THE MATTER OF: PURCHASE OF A MOTOR GRADER 
   FROM CALDER BROTHERS CORPORATION, TAYLORS, SC 
   IN THE AMOUNT OF $156,900.00 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
   
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #6073  RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE AMENDED 
   BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF MERIDIAN FOR THE FISCAL 
   YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2016, AND DIRECTING 
   THE CITY CLERK IN REFERENCE THERETO 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilman Markham and 
passed by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated August 12, 2016 in the 
amount of $2,169,339.61 with amendments of purchase orders 606076 for $750.00, 606077 for 
$1,300.00 and 606074 for $1,500.00 bringing the total docket of claims amount to $2,172,889.61.  
Voting yea: Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon.  Voting nay: Thomas. 
 
 
 President Houston advised of the notification of legal advertisement for the following:   

a) Hydrated lime 
b) Hydroflurosilicic acid 
c) Liquid alum (12-month source of supply) 
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d) Liquid chlorine (12-month source of supply) 
e) Polymer (12-month source of supply) 
f) Sulfur dioxide (12-month source of supply) 
g) Lease purchase-fleet vehicles for FY2017 
h) Request for Qualifications (RFQ) –Architect to design fire station #2 

  
 
 President Houston called on Mayor Bland for his report.  Mayor Bland had left the 
meeting, and CAO, Richie McAlister reported on the turnout thus far on today’s election of a 2% 
prepared food and beverage tax to support the Arts and Entertainment Experience Center in 
Meridian. He said the atmosphere among the voters was congenial and upbeat, he was not aware of 
a cross word spoken, and by the 4:00 p.m. hour the participating voter count was around 2428 
votes cast 
 

President Houston called for citizens comments. Allen Shute was scheduled to speak, but 
did not appear.  
 
 

President Houston called for Council comments.  Councilman Hammon said this council is 
going to question how the money is being used and be assured there is a plan in place before just 
handing out funds with no plan for those funds in place.  Councilman Hammon said we must 
practice frugality, and stop spending more than we have. Councilwoman Henson said we as a City 
need to charge the fees for the City’s fee based holdings & activities that we have in place, and 
refrain from giving away freebees and favors to friends. Councilman Markham thanked Hugh 
Smith, Public Works Dir. and Police Chief Benny Dubose, and their staff for all the hard work 
they put forth. He said he wanted to echo Councilman Hammon on his statement about this council 
being diligent and striving to be better than the ones that came before. Councilman Markham said 
we all have goals of being better and doing better, separately and as a whole. Councilman Thomas 
commented that with all the rain we’re having now, our streets are now ditches. He said the new 
superintendent Amy Carter is doing extremely well; she is talking to the teachers to know what 
is going on in the schools, whereas the previous superintendent would not. Councilman Thomas 
said the Riley Center, MCC’s Student Activity Center and the Training Facility are all bustling 
with activities. He said the Training Facility has students taking training classes out there from 
all over the state, and the facility has exceptionally high ratings. Councilman Thomas stated we 
have jewels here, things are happening and things are looking up in this community. President 
Houston reminded everyone that school is in session, and the leaders and helpers need to be 
visible. She encouraged all to purchase Wildcat tags. President Houston urged everyone to go out 
and vote, to have a big impact on our community.   
 
 
  There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting 
was adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
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Jo Ann Clark, Clerk of Council    


