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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 06, 2016 AT 9:00 A.M. 
 
Meeting called to order by Council President Houston. 
 
Present:  Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
 The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Gary Morris, of Life Church and followed by 
the pledge to the flag. 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to confirm the agenda with amendments to remove (R-6 
Location use agreement) and add ( R-19 Bid for Street Rehabilitation Phase I). 
 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Thomas duly seconded by Councilwoman Henson and 
unanimously passed by the Council to approve the minutes dated August 16, 2016. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16151 ORDER AUTHORIZING INSTALLATION OF A 100 WATT HPS COBRA 
 HEAD STREET LIGHT ON THE POLE AT 4713 30TH STREET 
 

And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, 
passed and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 

 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16152 ORDER DESIGNATING TITAN ASE, LLC AS THE SOLE SOURCE 
   SUPPLIER FOR PARTS AND MATERIALS FOR FASTMENT 650 
   THERMOPLASTIC MACHINE USED FOR ROAD MARKINGS FOR 
   THE CITY OF MERIDIAN    
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
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 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16153 ORDER DESIGNATING HOTEL RESTAURANT SUPPLY AS THE SOLE 
   SOURCE SUPPLIER FOR CUSTOM STAINLESS STEEL ISLAND/COUNTER 
   WORKSTATION WITH CABINETS FOR THE MERIDIAN FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
  

Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16154 ORDER DESIGNATING WATCHGUARD VIDEO AS THE SOLE 
   SOURCE SUPPLIER FOR IN-CAR VIDEO CAMERA SYSTEMS 
   FOR THE MERIDIAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16155 ORDER DETERMINING THAT CERTAIN POLICE VEHICLES ARE USED 
   FOR CRIME DETECTION AND UNDERCOVER WORK AND SHOULD 
   NOT BE MARKED SO AS TO BE IDENTIFIABLE AS CITY VEHICLES 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
  
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
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RESO. #6074  RESOLUTION CALLING HEARING TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR  
   NOT CERTAIN PARCELS OF LAND ARE IN SUCH A STATE OF  
   UNCLEANLINESS AS TO BE A MENACE TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
   AND SAFETY OF THE COMMUNITY 

 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16156 IN THE MATTER OF: THE CONFIRMATION OF THE APPOINTMENT 
   BY THE MAYOR OF KENNETH R. (KEN) STORMS TO THE MERIDIAN 
   AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16157 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF REVISED INTERLOCAL  
   AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI AND 
   COUNTY OF LAUDERDALE, MISSISSIPPI; (2015 BYRNE JUSTICE  

ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM AWARD) 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 

 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Order: 

 
ORDER #16158 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF REVISED INTERLOCAL 
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   AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI AND  
COUNTY OF LAUDERDALE, MISSISSIPPI; (2016 BYRNE JUSTICE 
ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM AWARD) 

 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
   
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Ordinance: 
 
ORDI. #4475  ORDINANCE CLOSING, VACATING AND ABANDONING IN THE CITY 
   OF MERIDIAN, LAUDERDALE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, THAT PORTION   
    OF 13TH STREET BETWEEN 16TH AND 17TH AVENUES AND BETWEEN  

19TH AND 20TH AVENUES 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Ordinance was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 

Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 
Resolution: 
 
RESO. #6075  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE QUITCLAIM 
   DEEDS TO CONVEY THE CLOSED, VACATED AND ABANDONED  
   PORTION OF 13TH STREET BETWEEN 19TH AND 20TH AVENUES 

 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 

 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16159 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF SERVICE SOLUTION 
   AGREEMENT BETWEEN SIMPLEX GRINNELL AND THE CITY OF 
   MERIDIAN (FIRE AND SAFETY EQUIPMENT AT THE ARTS DISTRICT 
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   PARKING GARAGE) 
 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 

 
 

 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16160 ORDER TO CHARGE OFF INACTIVE AND UNCOLLECTIBLE 
   WATER ACCOUNTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015 IN THE AMOUNT 
   OF $121,935.77 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 

 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16161 IN THE MATTER OF: ACCEPTING AND RECORDING INTO THE 
   OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE MERIDIAN CITY COUNCIL THE 
   OFFICIAL RECAPITULATION OF THE RESULTS OF THE MERIDIAN 
   SPECIAL ELECTION OF A 2% FOOD AND BEVERAGE TAX (ELECTION 
   HELD ON AUGUST 16, 2016) 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 

 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16162 ORDER RE-ESTABLISHING PETTY CASH FUNDS FOR 
   FISCAL YEAR 2017 
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And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 

 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16163 ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT 
   BETWEEN INVOICE CLOUD, INC., AND THE CITY OF  
   MERIDIAN FOR CREDIT CARD PROCESSING 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 
 
 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16164 ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
   TASK ORDER PROPOSAL BETWEEN CDM SMITH AND THE CITY 
   OF MERIDIAN (EPA-CWA ENFORCEMENT ACTION AGAINST 
   THE CITY OF MERIDIAN) 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 

 
 
Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following 

Resolution: 
 
RESO. #6076  RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE AMENDED 
   BUDGET FOR THE CITY 05 MERIDIAN FOR THE FISCAL   
   YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2016, AND DIRECTING 
   THE CITY CLERK IN REFERENCE THERETO 
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And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Resolution was discussed, passed 
and adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 

 
 

 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16165 IN THE MATTER OF: PURCHASE OF AN ASPHALT PATCH TRUCK 
   FROM EMPIRE TRUCK SALES LLC, MERIDIAN, MS IN THE AMOUNT 
   OF $239,993.00 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 

 
 

 
 Councilwoman Henson offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16166 IN THE MATTER OF: PURCHASE OF AN ASPHALT PAVER FROM  
   MID-SOUTH MACHINERY, INC., JACKSON, MS IN THE AMOUNT 
   OF $177,000.00 
 
And, Councilman Markham seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 
 

 
 

 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16167 IN THE MATTER OF: PURCHASE OF A COLD MILLING MACHINE  
   FROM LYLE MACHINERY, MERIDIAN, MS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
   $509,100.00 
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And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 

 
 

 
 Councilman Markham offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16168 ORDER ACCEPTING LOW BID FOR SOURCE OF SUPPLY FOR 
   THE PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 07, 2016 THRU JUNE 14, 2017 FOR 
   ASPHALT MIX FROM APAC-MISSISSIPPI, INC., MERIDIAN, MS 
 
And, Councilman Hammon seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 

 
 

 
 Councilman Thomas offered and moved the adoption and passage of the following Order: 
 
ORDER #16169 IN THE MATTER OF: ACCEPTING THE BID OF APAC-MISSISSIPPI,  

INC., MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI, FOR STREET REHABILITATION 
PHASE I (BID #16-26) 

 
And, Councilwoman Henson seconded the motion, whereupon said Order was discussed, passed and 
adopted by the Council by a vote as follows: 
 
Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon. 
Nay: None. 

 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Henson duly seconded by Councilman Markham and 

passed by a majority vote of the Council to approve the claims docket dated September 01, 2016 
in the amount of $3,162,881.58. Voting yea: Markham, Henson, Houston.  Voting nay: Thomas, 
Hammon. 
 
  
 
 President Houston called on Mayor Bland for his report.  Mayor Bland spoke on the 
perception issues facing the city, and the ongoing campaign to market the city to bring about a 
more positive picture of the city. Mayor Bland called Kelvin McGruder, Parks & Recreation 
Director, and Kevin Locke, Community Development Senior Planner to the podium. Mr. McGruder 
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reported the Blues Festival held at the Q V Sykes park was a packed and successful event, enjoyed 
by all who attended. Mr. McGruder also announced the upcoming Nickelodeon Day at Highland 
Park on September 17th. He said he will continue to send out information and announcements 
about the events going on in the Parks and Recreation arena.  
Kevin Locke, Senior Planner in the Community Development Department was presented with the 
prestigious Tree City Award.  Ms Donna Yowell, Director of the Mississippi Urban Forestry 
Council, arrived in Meridian this afternoon to present The Tree City Award at the City Council 
Meeting. Meridian received this award for outstanding work as a Tree City Community for 26 
years. The City received this honor by continually meeting the rigorous criteria necessary to be 
considered a Tree City.  In addition, Director Yowell presented to the city, The Galileo 
Thermometer Award, for City Government of the Year.  
 

President Houston called for citizens comments. The citizens listed below all spoke. 
a) Dennis R. Allen 
b) Wayne Phillips 
c) Johnnie Delk   
d) Thomas Allen Shute  
 

 
 

President Houston called for Council comments.  Councilman Hammon said that we gave 
increases in pay last year and money will not change things. Councilman Hammon said we must 
enforce the laws we already have to live in a peaceful and orderly society. And there is scripture 
that says, “Discipline your children while there is hope, otherwise you will ruin their lives.”  
Councilman Hammon said he has worked with both jail ministry and children ministry for 20 years 
and he has learned the money will not make the difference. Councilman Hammon stated that we 
have an 8-9 million dollar department that must enforce the laws, and he has never heard of a 
city that doesn’t practice enforcement. Councilwoman Henson said that Mosby Road was recently 
paved and that made her very happy. She said it hasn’t been paved since the County paved in 1956. 
Councilwoman Henson said that the Community Development Director, Bunky Partridge told her 
that a burned house in her ward will be on the demolish list for September 1st and this makes her 
extremely happy. Councilwoman Henson thanked the city for all it does. Councilman Markham 
thanked Hugh Smith, Public Works Dir. and Police Chief Benny Dubose, and their staff for all the 
hard work they put forth.  Councilman Markham recognized Meridian High School Coach, Calvin 
Hampton for the first win of the season against South Panola, a very large win, and he commends 
the coach on the proud performance on and off the field of his students. Councilman Markham 
said it was good to see Superintendent Amy Carter and a large number of officials at the game. He 
commended the Meridian Fire Department and the Parks & Recreation Department for all the 
work and support put forth in the city.  Councilman Markham thanked Meridian Star Reporter 
Randy Hammons, for doing truly investigative reporting on the ongoing downtown construction 
project. He said Mr. Hammons actually talked to the business owners affected by the 
construction to get their opinions on the construction. He thanked Mr. Hammons for not just 
printing what is vocalized from time to time negative or positive, but for getting the real story 
from the people themselves. Councilman Markham said he was glad to read the story, that it was 
very good and very informative. Councilman Markham hopes the construction work being done 
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will truly be a quality job for the city. Councilman Thomas said he wants to amen what Council 
Markham said when talking about the school district. Dr. Carter looks like she is getting off to a 
good school year, they are having good activities and people must be willing to support them. 
Councilman Thomas said the Riley Center is having sold out performances, The Meridian Little 
Theatre has a full season coming up, and the MCC Arts & Letters Program has very affordable 
performances showcased. He encouraged everyone to go out and see the Student Activity Center 
at MCC. The athletic teams are doing very well; the girls’ softball team has a number one record. 
Councilman Tomas urged everyone to get involved. He noted that streets are getting paved; 
events are going on, and tremendous improvements are happening within the city. President 
Houston reminded everyone to support the Meridian School District, she said it needs adult 
involvement, people with clout, so the children can see and emulate success, and try to do their 
very best. Councilwoman Houston said there is still a little money left over to have background 
checks done for people that would like to volunteer in the schools. Councilwoman Houston 
announced that Thursday, November 04, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. in the Council of Organizations 
Building there will be a community gathering for Ward 4. President Houston encouraged all to 
come out. Councilwoman Houston thanked everyone for coming to participate in the council 
meeting    
 
 
  There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, the meeting 
was adjourned.  Sine die. 
 
      Respectfully submitted,   
 
       

Jo Ann Clark, Clerk of Council    


