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"We are so pleased to be working with the City of Meridian
to bring this technology to their downtown. As the first city
in the state of Mississippi to use this technology, Meridian is
showing others in the region what a truly sustainable urban
forest can look like — and the incredible impact it can have
on a community."  Graham Ray, DeepRoot CEO

The City of Meridian is joining only 700 cities world-wide in installing the Silva Cell system
as a part of the effort to improve the downtown area’s infrastructure and streetscape.
Silva Cells are open, crate-like structures installed underground and filled with loosely
compacted soil which enables trees to grow larger and healthier. Using this innovative
system, trees are able to have pavement on top of them without compacting the soil
below. This “green infrastructure” increases the volume of non-compacted soil allowing
for mature healthy tree canopies resulting in long-term tangible benefits, to include
aesthetics, safety, and reduced maintenance costs.

Silva Cells use leading edge technology to provide an environment that is aesthetically
pleasing, as well as functional. Residents can enjoy the beauty of the newly planted
trees, as well as appreciate the positive environmental impact on the city. The soil
contained in the Silva Cells absorbs rainwater as well as nurtures the trees, so it aids in
storm water management. Air and water quality are also improved by the tree that the
Silva Cell system nurtures.

Funding for this downtown revitalization project was awarded through a grant from MS
Development Authority in the amount of $3,500,000. A second revitalization project
funded by a $1,000,000 grant through the MS Department of Transportation is now
underway and will also include the Silva Cell system.

Contact: Kevin Locke, Senior Planner / City Arborist, 0. 601.485-1892, c. 601.604-8337


http://www.deeproot.com/products/silva-cell/landing-page/silva-cell-2/overview

