
H O L I D A Y  F I R E  S A F E T Y  

Decorating our homes for the holidays is a long standing 
tradition and gives that festive touch for this special time of year.  
However, those decorations are responsible for  an estimated 
400 house fires annually.   

Christmas Trees: 

 If you have a live Christmas Tree make sure you do not place the tree too close to a heat source such 
as a fire place or a heat vent.  The heat will dry out the tree allowing it to be ignited by flame or 
sparks more easily.  Make sure that the tree stand is full of water at all times. 

 When selecting a live tree make sure the needles are fresh and green.  The needles should not break 
if the tree has been freshly cut.  If you tap the trunk of the tree on the ground and many needles fall 
off, the tree has been cut too long and has probably dried out and is a fire hazard. 

 

Holiday Lights: 
 
 Inspect lights each year for frayed wires, bare spots, broken or cracked sockets or cracks in wiring.  

Also, use only lighting listed by an approved testing laboratory.  
 Do not overload electrical outlets by not linking more than 3 strands of lights together unless the 

instructions indicate it is safe.  Periodically check the wires to make sure they are not warm to the 
touch.  If you check a wire and it is warm, unplug it immediately and do not use. 

 

Holiday Decorations: 
 
 All decorations should be nonflammable or made of flame retardant material and placed away from 

any heat source or open flame.   
 If decorations and/or stockings are decorating the fire place do not build a fire.  If you need to build 

a fire remove the decorations before lighting the fire. 
 Never put wrapping paper in the fire place which could result in a large fire  and could cause a  
      chimney fire. 
 If you choose to burn candles, make sure they are in stable holders and place them on a steady sur-

face away from combustibles and are placed where they can not be knocked over and out of reach of 
children. 

 Never use lit candles as decorations on trees or in centerpieces of greenery or other decorative items. 

STAY SAFE DURING THE HOLIDAYS 


