
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week a fire engine from Meridian Fire Department visited my class and we learned a  
 
lot of things to make us SafetySmart!  The firefighters told us that  smoke is very dangerous  
 
and contains a poisonous gas called carbon monoxide.  If a fire happened while we are  
 
asleep, the carbon monoxide in the smoke may make it hard for us to wake up so that is  
 
why it is so important for us to have working smoke detectors in our home and especially in  
 
our bedrooms where we sleep.  The firefighters said that smoke can be the first sign of a fire  
 
and that if the air is full of smoke it may be dark inside my house and hard to see.  They  
 
told us that if there is smoke in the air that you should roll out of bed and drop to the floor  
 
and crawl below the smoke.  It is important to find the safest exit so you should feel your  
 
door with the back of your hand.  If the door is hot, do not open it!  We should then go to 
 
 our 2nd exit which could be a window.  If there are stairs in the inside of your home, you  
 
should always crawl down the stairs backward to make sure we stay low under the smoke.  
 
 After we safely make it outside we should go to our safe meeting place to meet the rest of 
 
 our family.  The firefighters also told us something really important that we should never go  
 
back inside a  house that is on fire.  That means we can’t go back and get a pet, a toy or  
 
anything because it is too dangerous inside a burning house.  We had a great time with the  
 
firefighters and they let us sit in the truck and even sounded the horn when they left.  I  
 
learned a lot from them that day and couldn’t wait to get home and share the things I learned  
 
with my family! 
 

Hey kids!  Read the story be-
low to learn how to be 
SafetySmart whenever there 
is a fire!  Then use  the clues 
from the story to complete 
the crossword puzzle on the 
next page. 



DARK  FIRE 
SMOKE  EXIT 
INSIDE  DARK 
FLOOR  STAIRS 
WAKE  HOT 
GAS 

Word List 

CROSSWORD FUN 
Down 
1. Smoke may be the 1st sign of _ _ _ _. 
2. Never open a door that is _ _ _. 
3. If there is smoke, get low and crawl on the _ _ _ _ _. 
5. Once out of a burning house , never go back _ _ _ _ _ _. 
6. Carbon monoxide is a poisonous _  _ _. 
8. _ _ _ _ _ is very dangerous! 
9. Carbon monoxide in the smoke may make it hard to _ _ _ _ up if you  are sleeping.  
 

Across 
4.    Check the door for heat to help find the safest _ _ _ _. 
7.    If you have _ _ _ _ _ _ in your home, you should crawl down them backwards. 
10.If the air is full of smoke, the room may be _ _ _ _. 
11.When you get outside, go to a _ _ _ _  family meeting place. 


