
S M O K E  D E T E C T O R S  

Did you know that over two-thirds of all home fire fatalities 
occur in homes without working smoke detectors?  Having 
working smoke detectors in your home significantly increases 
your chances of surviving a fire. 

Installation areas: 

 Install at least one smoke detector on every level of your home. 
 It is best to install smoke detectors in every occupied bedroom AND outside each sleeping area. 
 If a living room or den is an area where a person may have a “cat nap”, a smoke detector should be 

installed there as well. 
 A good rule of thumb to remember, wherever someone may sleep a smoke detector should be        

installed. 
 The ceiling is the best location for a smoke detector because smoke rises.  The detectors should be 

installed at least 4-6 inches from a wall.  Do not install near heat/air vents or underneath ceiling fans. 
 The smoke detector may be installed on the wall if installing it on the ceiling is not feasible.  When 

installing the detector on the wall, make sure the detector is at least 4- 6 inches below the ceiling. 
 Be sure to test each detector after installation to ensure it is working. 
 

THEY DO SAVE LIVES! 

Testing and Maintenance: 
 
 Detectors must be tested at least once a month to ensure they are working.  Each detector has a test 

button and a broom handle can be used to press the test button if it is too high to reach. 
 If your detectors have standard batteries, you should change the batteries in your detectors twice a 

year.  An easy way to remember to change your batteries is to do this when you change your clocks 
for time change. 

 Smoke detectors that have a ten year battery does not require that the batteries to be changed.   
      However, after ten years the detector should be replaced.    
 Smoke detectors that are hard wired to your home electrical system should also have the back-up   

batteries replaced twice per year. 
 Periodically vacuum your detectors to keep dust build up out of the sensor areas. 
 All smoke detectors should be replaced every 8-10 years. 


