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Culture is more than entertainment for Terrence Davis. It is the story of a community, the 
heartbeat of a city and the connection between where Meridian has been and where it is headed. 
 
As cultural affairs director for the City of Meridian, Davis has spent years helping shape many of 
the city’s most recognizable celebrations, commemorations and public events. From organizing 
parades and festivals to honoring civil rights history and hometown talent, his work helps bring 
people together while telling the story of Meridian in a way that feels authentic, welcoming and 
deeply rooted in community pride.  
 
“We are utilizing each one of them to tell our story,” Davis said, referring to Meridian’s people, 
venues, history and artistic legacy.  
 
A proud graduate of Meridian High School, Davis’ own story is closely tied to music and culture. 
At just 17 years old, he signed with Bust It Records and toured the country as MC Hammer’s 
hype man during the height of Hammer’s fame. Later, he built a successful career as a producer, 
contributing to major soundtracks and projects for nationally recognized artists including Deion 
Sanders, SWV and others connected to the label.  
 
But even after years in the music industry, Meridian remained his home. 
 
Following the loss of his mother, Davis returned permanently to the city in 2007 and began 
working for the City of Meridian as a water meter reader. It was during that time that then-Mayor 
Percy Bland recognized his creative talents and leadership abilities and invited him to join the 
city’s cultural affairs division.  
 
That opportunity would eventually place Davis at the center of many of Meridian’s most 
meaningful public celebrations. Over the years, he has helped organize the city’s Freedom 
Summer 50th anniversary commemoration, the first Chaney Day celebration honoring civil 
rights workers Goodman, Schwerner and Chaney, and events recognizing hometown figures such 
as David Ruffin, Todd Tilghman and American Idol winner Jamal Roberts.  
 
He also helped launch Meridian’s city-led Juneteenth Heritage Festival, which has grown into a 
four-day celebration drawing thousands of visitors from across the region each year.  
 
“This makes our ninth year, and we’re very proud of what we’ve accomplished,” Davis said.  
 
For Davis, the work is not simply about organizing events: it is about honoring history, 
celebrating culture and creating opportunities for people to experience Meridian in new ways. 
He believes the city is entering an exciting new chapter fueled by entertainment, tourism, sports 
and the arts.  
 



With conversations surrounding future projects, Davis sees enormous potential for Meridian to 
continue growing as a destination city.  
 
“Meridian has always been an entertainment city,” he said.  
 
Outside of work, Davis remains deeply grounded in family and faith. He still shares a close bond 
with his sister and credits both his mother and father for shaping his life and creativity. His father 
was a blues musician whose influence inspired Davis’ lifelong love of music and storytelling, 
while his mother made sure faith remained at the center of everything he pursued.  
 
Today, Davis attends Freedom Rock Cathedral and continues creating music of his own, 
including a recent blues album inspired by his family roots and Meridian upbringing.  
 
And for Davis, Meridian’s future is about more than growth: it is about embracing the city’s 
unique identity and helping others see what has always been there, talent, history, resilience and 
heart. 
 
Through his creativity, leadership and passion for community, Terrence Davis is helping 
Meridian tell its story to the world and adding to the city’s momentum.  
 


